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Tanuary 25, 1641, 3 
By occaſion of the Petitiqns from the way'S of = 


Loxndon, and the Countics of: Mildleſex,' Eſſex, 
and Hereford. 
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January the z5, 1847, 


T is'this day ordered by the Gommons, 
Houſe of Parliament 5 EY Ma ter Spea- 
ker, in the name of the Houſc, ſhall give 
thanks unto Mr. Pym' for hisſo. yell per- 
forming the ſervice he waS1mployedin by. 
the Commands of this Houſe at this Con. = 
ference. And it is further ordered, that Mr. 

Pym be delired tO pur the Spech he madc 

at this conference into-writing , and to de. | 
liver it into the Houſe: to the end that it i 
may be printed, ; ' | 


H. Elſjmze Cler, Parl. D.C om, $1 


HARYARD COLLEGE L184;*y | 
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Lanuaty :5 154. 


At a Conference betwixt both Houkes , conCerning di» 


- | - verſe Petitions preſtnted'to the Houſe of Comttivnes , 
} | Mr. Pym appointedto manige this Bufineffe, 
My Lords, 
; ] Am commanded by the Knights, Civizcus and, Burgeſſes aſſembled for 
/ the Commons in Parliament, to preſent to your Lordſhips diverſe Peti. 


tions, which they have recgived from ſeverall parts, concerning the State 

of the Kingdome, whereunto they are chicfely moved by that conflant 

| AfﬀeRion, which they have alwayes exprelt, of maintgining,.a firme union 

1} | with your Lordſhips, wherein rhey have ever found amuch cantcacment,but 
never h-14 it more neceſſary then at this time, whereinthe. Wiſcdome and 

Reſolution of Parliament havg as many 'great dangers to pallc through » 
as th heratofore. "S012 
. The Pcticions wh#h I am digeRted to, commudicate to your Lord(hips, 
4 areFoure, fromLondon, Midileſex, Efſex, and Hertfordſhire. We have re» 
| ceived many more, but it would take up tao much time to peraſe all; and 
| in theſe foure, you may perceive the Effect and fence of all: Firſt I am to 
| defire your Lord ſhips to hearc them read, and thea I ſhallpertge my Inſrus 
| tions inpropenading ſome obſervations out of them, - | 


The Petitions bring read by foure ſeverall Members of the Houſe, 
Mr, Pym reaſſumed his Diſcourſe, 


\ y Lords, in'thefe foure P.titions, you may heare the voyce,or rather 
the cry of all England, and you cannot wonder if the urgencie of the 
conJition wherein we ares doe produce ſome carneſtnef{: of expreflion more 
then Ordi. ary, the terror and perplexity in which the Kingdome labours, 
 isuniverfall, aH parts arcaffe&:d with ir,v1d therefore in theſe, you may 
| obſerve the miſerable complaints of all. 
Diverſe rcafotis nay be given; why thoſe diſcafes which are Epidemical, 
are mos dangerous then others, thecauſe of ſuch diſeaſes is univerſall, not 
; from an evill Confticurion, orany other accident ; and fach cauſes worke 
- with more et acy, then thofe which art particular and inferiour, 2.In ſuch 
2 diſcaſes. 
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chat tar oth dſcaſe and*vit af ion 
_—_ and Epidemical hal his © Ich 1 
common : ein this Common-wealch lies 
row gaſpirg hath a ſuperiour and unive#fall caule f. om the evill GCouncels 
ang defignes of choſe, who under hjs Myjeſty bear the greateſt ſway:jn Gq- 
verncynent. 2; Tlath and infeftions qualirie,wher is di- 
faſed chrough all 


8 

parts.ofi theKingdome; .z, It is ape toruk@ in the diſcon- 
_ —_ affections and defignes of particular perions to encredie and tor 
tific it ſelfe, | 

I ſhalffrake occafionſ{fom ſeverall Branches of thoſe Petitionswhich your 
Lordſhips have heard, toobſerve, - EEE 8 
" 17, The variety of dangers to which this Kingi 

2, The manifold diſltempers which is' ee cate ( pers 
” 3. The Multiphcirie oſthuſe evill Iyfluences whith are the Caufiy of thit 

NOI YVioi3! ! 


5 The firſt dang-ris from enemies abroad; rhis nizy feeine 2 caulelefſe and 
ithpertinentobfervationt this rime, ſceiny weeare in peace with 'all Nagi- 
ons about us, but (niy Lords ) you'ntiy be pleaſed to conftiler; thitrhe ſafe 
ty Of the Kingdom: ought nor to depend ngorr the will and difpoſition of 
our Neighbours, but upon our owne ſtrength and pragifis) : betwixc Whabe 
thre ate often ſudden changes, from peace to war , aFording ro ortafion. 
and idvantages All the States of Chriftendome are now Arm'd, ard wee 
hiveno realdn to beleeve bur'that thoſe of greateſt Power hav: an evil] Eye 
wp6n us in reſþef of our Religion: And if their private D ference ſhonld 
be compoſed, how dangeroully,how ſpeedily might thoſe great Armies and 

other Preperactions now'rea1y, applied to ſome Enterpriſe and Attempe a« 
gainſt 0s; and it there were no oth-r cauſe, this were ſufficient to —_ as 
ftagd vpon'our Guarc';: ut there are divers morceſpeciall ſymptomes of dan- 
gers of this kind, 

We have many dangerous Traytors and Fugitives now in other pacts, who 
caf diſcover the weakenefſe and diſtemper of the Kingdome, who hold in- 
eelligence-with the ill-affcCted partie here,and by all cunning and ſabtile pra- 
Rices endeavour to incite ard provoke other Princes againſt us, 

ome of the Miniſters of our Neighbour Princes,may be Juſtly ſuſpeRed 

to havehad a more immediate hand and op:ratjun in the Inſurre&ion.and 
Rebellion cf Ircland, many of the Commanders and moſt of rhe Souldiers 
Icvied for the Serviee Ot Spatae, are-now joyned with-the Rebels there, and 
choſe Iriſh Friars, which were. imployed by the Spaniſh Ambafſadour, | for 
- the making of rhoſe Levies, are knowne to have bin chiefe'Incendiaries to 
; this Rebellion, and are ſtill very aRive in the proſecution and encOurage- * 
” men! nf #+ | 
The . 


NT Ee SY) rn 
(@pedy ſupply from ſome of our neighbours. 
ww | ion: nn cungialy inform:d of: one, 
rhe ; | vets; ps, Fr certainly thoſe that 
forward co enable others to hurt us wilfferbeare to hurt us them- 
28 foone as they Th Ill have nieanesand opportunityeo.doe it, 
= BP An@her danger is from th: Papilts and il.-aff-&ed party at home. The 
7 , Papifthere, arc aft:d by the ſame principles, with thoſein Tread; many 
4. - of the molt aftive of them have lately beene there; which argues an intcr- 
courſe and communication of Councels. They have {till tore ef Araaes and 
Munition at their diſpoſing , notwich!tanding ell our endeavours; todifs 
arre them , they hayza free reſort to the Ciry and to the Court, they want 
no opportunitizs to conſult together, they have the ſame or greaters incon- 
ragements from above, and froin about them , then ever, in reſpeR of the 
Rebels in Felard, and th= great confulions a31 divilions which by their cun- 
= and (@vrile pratiſes, are raiſed and fomented amongſt our (alycs at 


ſelves, 


"3, Sthicd danger is of twmuks an infurreRions of the mzaner fort of 
peop'e: by retfonof their ill vent of Clothand other Manufatt ires,whereby 
gteat mulrirudes are ſet On worke, wholive forche moſt ypontheir daily 
gettihigs,and wiil in a very ſhort tine be brought co great extremity, if not 
—_— nothing is more and preſſi1g then neceſficy and wgnt ; what they 
camiot buy they will rak=» and from chemthe like necefficy will quickly be 
detived to the FarnGurs and Husbandmen, and fo , grow higher 2 Fg 
vole alhin an equality of miſery and redrefle, if it be not revenieds And at 
th is time fach Tumults will be dangerons becaulc the Kingdom is fullof 
diſbanded Souldiers and Officers which will bz ready to head andto 
animate the Mulcitzude to commic oviolence with more ſtreagrh and advan=- 
cage: and ifrkey once grow intoa body , it will be much more dificult to 
reduce them intBorder againe » becauſe n-:cclicy and want, which are the 
. cauſes of rhis diſtarbance, will fill increa(: as the of: doe increale. 

A fourth dagger is from the Rebels in [re;an7, not only ia reſpett of 
that Kingdome, bur in reſpe& ofthis. They have feiz:d upon the boly of 
that Kingdame alrcady , th.y abound in m:n of very able bodies, they in- 
creaſe in Arm:s and Munitionsthey hive hopes of ſupplies from Bu. of 
incouragement hete , and are ſure of good intertainmenr from the Popiſh 
party z ſo that they begin to ſpeake alrea ly of the tranſporting th:mſclves 
hichzr, and making this Kingdome the ſet of the war. 

The diftemper which hath produce1 thele dangers is various anl1excee- 


_ cnlties, diſtempers will neccflarily follow. 


<hiefeſt of theſe obftruRions, 1-ſhall endeavour to remember. 


Ly A 3 


ding violent. Whenſoever nature is hindred in her proper op-rations and 


The obftruions which have brought us into this diſtemper; are very ma 
+, fo that we cannot wonder at the (trength and malignity of it. Some of 


3. Th4 
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'I, T:,gobſtruftion of Reformation in matters of Religion: as Grieyan- 
.c 28 afc ſharper then thoſe thar preſſc upon the tender conſciences of men + 
and there was never Church or State affti&c with more grievances of this 
kind, then we have beene, And though they are by the wiſedome of this 
Parliament, partly caſcd and diminithed, yet many {till remair:: and as long 
as the Biſhops an the corrupt parc of the Clergy continue in their power 
there will be littk- hope of Freedome either from the ſenſe of thoſe which 
cbntinue, or the fearc of thoſe which are removed, And of this obſtru Fions, 
my Lords) I muſt cleare the Commons, we are in no part guilty of ic z { + 
me good Bils bave paſt us3 and othersare in prepraration, which might Cf 
have beene paſt before this, if we had not found ſuch 11 laccelle in the ather, t 
8 


Whatſocver miſchicfe this obſtrufticn ſhall produce, weare free from it ; 
we may haye our part of the Miſery » we can hive n> part 1n the guilt or 
diſhonour. . 

'2, An obſtruKion in Trade, iris the Trade that brings food and nouriſh» 
ment tothe Kingdom:. It is that which preſerves and increafeth the ſtocke 
of the whole, and diſtributes a convenieat porti0a of mainetenanceto evc= 
ry part, of it; therefore {ach an obſtruRion as this mult needs be dange' 018; 
the freedome of Trades being fo neceſſary, the benefit ſo important,as that 1 
it gives life, ſircngth, and beauty, to the whole body of the Conmone 
wealth : bur I muſt proteſt the Houſe of Commons hath given no cauſeto 
this obſtrugich; we have cas'd Trade of many burdens, an1 he iwwic Taxes 
which are off; we have freed it from m.ny. ha:d reſtygints by Patents an "0 
Monopalles; we have beene willing to part with our owne privil:dges , $0. %. 
give it incouragement 3 we have fought to put the Merchanes into \ecurity | 
and confidence in reſpe& o: the Tower of L:»den, that ſo they might be 1n- 
vited to bring in their Bullion roche M.nt,as he:ecofuret! ey have d n:; and 
we are no way guilty of the troubles, the feats, and publike dangers which 
make men wi:ckhdraw their St. oks, and to keepe their money by them, ro bee 
ready for ſuch ſadden Exigents, as in ch.le great diſtrations we havetoo 
much cauſe to expect, 

3- The obſtruction in the reliefe of Trelnd, | It myſt ne:ds bz acc2mpted a 
great ſhame and ciſhonour to this Kingdome , tha: cur Neighbours bave 
ſhewed themſ. Ives more fotward to ſupp]y the Rebels, then we have been to 
relieve our diſtreſſed brethi en and fellow- SubjcRs , But I muſt declare thacr 
we ate altogether innocent Of any n*lect hercin. Az aſoone as the firſt newes 
of the Rebellion came over, we underrooke the war» not by way of ſupply 
and Ayde, xs in former Rebellions the SubjeRts have uſed ro doe, but we un- 
dercooke the whole charge of it, and we ſuffered not 24 heuresto paſſe, be- 
fore we agreed to a great Leavy of Money and Men, to be impleyed again} 
the Rebels, even a large proportion, then the Lord juſtices and Councell 
There did defire;and from time to time we bave done all for the furtherance 
thereof, though in the midſt of many difttaRions and divitons, but the 
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warit of Commiſſions forleavying Men, for iffaing Armes ; and divzrs o- 
ther. impediments, have beene the caufes of chat obſtru&ion; bur I wiſh we 
had not oneſy found impediments to our (elves ,but aIfo incouragements t 
them. Many of the chiefe Commanders, now tn the hea4 of the Rebels af- 
ter wehid withyont Lordſhipsconcutrence ſtop the Ports againſt all Iriſh 
Papiſts, have be:he ſuffered to' paſſe by his Majeſties immediate Warrant, 
tmigch to the diſcouragement of the Lori Juſtices anf the Councell there; 
and, vhis procured, as we beleeve, by. ſome evill inftrymen:s too neere his 
regall perſon, withour his Majefties knowledge and intentign, _ 

4+ The obſtruRtion in profecntion of Delinquents; many we have a ready 
brought up to your Lordihips 2 divers oth:rs we have b:ene Ciſcout1ged to 
tranſmit; Fch d fficult proceedings have we met withall ; ſuch.cerrors and 
diſcounteftance have htenecaftupon our ſely:san1 our wicnefT's aid thoſe 
who haye ſhewed thcmſelvs their ffiends Patronghave found it the nuRht rei- 
dy way te prefermeme; yet, his Mijeſties owne hand hath becneobtained,, 
his Majeſtic> Ships imployed for the tranſporting of divers of thoſe who 
have fled from the juſtice ofthe Parliament, 

5 A generall obſtruction and jntrerrtiption of the proceedings of Parlis- 
mat, by thole man.fold d:fignes of viglonce» (4 bich through Gods mer; 
cy wehave elcaped) by the great and frequent bieaches of x riviledge ; by 
the ſubtile en{eavonts to raiſe pa; ties in our Hou'e , and jca!ouſtes bu twixt 
the two Houſes. | 

6, The of: trn&ion in providing for the defence of the Ki gJome, thac 
we might be inabled to refiſt a forraigne enemy» 10 (upp: efle all civill jaſar- 
reRion>: and whar a preſſing neceſſity there is Of this, theex-e-ding great 
decayes in the Nayy, in the Forts, in the power of ordering the M.litiz of 
the Kingdont, an! mean $s of furniſhing chem with Manictons are i. Micient 
evidences, knowneto none better then to your Lordſhips , ad vu hat end:a. 
vour hc hath uſed rg remove them ( but hicherco without that ſucceſſe and; 
concurrence which we expected) and where the ſtop ha.hbeene, and upon. 
what good grounds we may claime our owe innocency ard faithfullnefle 
in this, we defire no other witnefles but our {-lyes, 

Laitly, I come to the evill infl:nces which have cauſed this diſtemper,and 
I ſhall content my ſeIfe to mention ſome few of thoſe which are m:ſtappa« 
rant and important, 

1+ In the fi: ft place, I ſhall remember the cvill Courc-ls about the King, 


. whe: cof we hayc often complained. Diſc aſes of the bratine are mo(t dange-- 


rous> becauſe from thence ſenſe and motion are derived to the whole Body. 
The malignity of evill Councels will quickly be infuſed intoall parts of the 
State: None can doubt but we have exce:dingly laboured under moſt dar» 

rous and miſchieyons Councels, This evill influenc& hath becne the cauſe 


corrupting Religion, ſuppreſſing the Libesty of this Kingdem, and: 
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| © afeteny fearfifllenI horrid artempes, froth ſabverring the very being of 
- Parliaments, wbich was the oncly h 


Time: whereat we need not wonder, when we conſider how Councellours 
havebecne preferred and prepared. And Iappeale ro your Lorgſhips owne 
conſciences, whether the giving, and the countenancing of evill Councell, 
hath not beenc almoſt the onely way to favour and advancement. | 
2. The diſcouragement of good Councell: divers honelt and approved 
Councellours have beene put from thcir places: others ſo diſcountenanced : 
as that the way of favour hath beene ſbut againſt them, and that of danger 
and deſtruftion onely open to thcm, RE 
3. The great Power that an intercffed and faftious partic bath in the 
Parliament, by the cantinuance of the Votes of the Biſhops and Popifh 
Lords 1n yout Lordſhipr Houſc* ang the taking in of oth:rs out ofthe Honfe 
of Commons, and otherw\(e, 10 increaſe their ſtrength. 2: 
4: The fomenting and cheriſhing of a malignant partie throtighoue the 
whole Kingdome. : | 
The manifold jealoufies betwixt the King, his Parliament, and good Sub- 
ce&s, whereby h 
1d from them:thcit inclination and reſolution to ſerve and affiſt hini,kat 
been very much hindred and interrupted: Wee hayc often fuffer'd under the 


we never mended, So that we may Juſtly purge Our (gves from all guilt of 
being Authors gf this jealonſie and miſ-underftandip$; Wee have been, au 
are fil] reaJy to ſerve his Majeſtic with our lives and fortunes, wich much 
checrfulncſſe and erneſtneffe ' of affeQion, as ever any Subje&s wetezand we 
doubt not but our ptoceedings will ſo wanifeſt this, that we ſhall be as 
cleare in the apprehenſion of the world, as weare in the teſtimony of cur 
own Conſcienccs. | | 
Iam now come to the concluſion, and | have nothing to propound to 
your Lord(hips by way of requeſt or defire from the Houſe of Commons,I 
doubt not bur your judgment will tell you, w hat is to be Cone; your Conf" * 
dence, your Honours, your Intereſts will call upon you for the doing of it; 
, The Commons will be glad to have your helpe anJ concurrence in ſaving 
" of the Kingdoms, but it they ſhould faile of it, it ſhould not difcouta 
chem in doing their duty, And wheither this Kingdome bc loſt or ſaved (as 
through Gods blefiings 1 hope it will be) they ſha'l be ſorry that the Rory of 
-this preſent Parliamcne ſhoule tc}1 Poſterity, that in fo greata danget and 
extremity the Houſe of Commens ſhould be inforced toſave te Kingdo 1 
aloe, and that the H-Juſe of P.cres ſhould have no parcto thie honour of 
the preſervation of it, you having {o great an intreſt in the good ſuca:ſle of 
"thoſe enCeayours, of your great eſtates, and high degrees of Nobility, 
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is protection atd favour bath in a great meaſure been withy _ * 


mif-inrerpretation of good Attions, and falſe importation of evill, which br 
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11 meancs of oppoſing and preyer 7 
ting all the reſt: andehis doth oppevee to be a moſt predominant evill of the , 
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